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freely. “J allow'itito pop up wherever it wants,
because'it's so fabulous,” says the designer.
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Sonoma County’s glorious weather inspired this
gardener to start a new career—outdoors.

Helene Mornea ed to California from Montreal 20 years ago, she sensed her teaching days were
over. “In this climate, who could be inside all day?” she wondered. A former French instructor, Morneau
began looking for a profession that would keep her outdoors. Horticulture classes soon led to a landscape
architecture degree and then to her own business in landscape design, Exteriors.

Today, Morneau’s own Sonoma County garden best illustrates her design approach, which welcomes
serendipity but within a master plan. The three-acre property, purchased in 1988 with her partner, Bob
Landman, was “big, barren and flat,” with the soothing sound of a neighboring creek its best feature. “The
challenge was how to divide the space so that it pulled you from one area to another,” says the designer, a
petite brunette with delicate features. To create allure, she envisioned the garden as a series of rooms, each
one promising a discovery beyond.

“I laid it out like a house, with floor plans,” says Morneau, “and as time and budget allowed, we added on.”

The heart of the “house” is a 35-by-45-foot kitchen garden devoted to edibles and ornamentals that change
with the season. A bed of spring tulips becomes the autumn squash patch. When the foxgloves fade,
Mexican sunflowers take their spot. In the fall, spinach and chard replace the annual herbs, and the cut-
flower border is planted with spring bulbs. In raised beds, Morneau grows two types of raspberries,
providing fruit from June to November. Borders framing the beds house fragrant ‘Casablanca’ lilies, while
golden oregano and dwarf euphorbia make relaxed ground covers that soften the crunchy gravel underfoot.
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an Adirondack chair painted to match the blossoms

Morneau has made some missteps, like any gardener. “A lot
of my mistakes have been with tropical plants,” she admits. “I
would love to grow bougainvillea—and to have bananas. But
it’s cold here in winter, and we can have frost until midafter-
noon. I keep thinking, This year will be different, but I've
lost a lot of plants.”

No garden is ever finished, least of all a professional’s. In a
grapevine-covered potting and propagation area, rosemary topi-
aries wait for the ideal setting. An antique marble sink is ready
for installation in a planned nook for flower arranging. With her
prolific garden and eye for color and form, there’s no doubt
Morneau’s bouquets are going to be glorious. &

See Resources, last pages.




